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A GLOBAL PACT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT ?
̶ 1987: Our Common Future
̶ Universal declaration on environmental protection 
and sustainable development with basic 
environmental law principles (1988)
̶ Global Pact in second phase (1990-1993)
̶ Provisional principles  - 22 Articles – International 
Lawyers – For consideration of UNGA as starting 
point for negotiations (Annex 1)
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A GLOBAL PACT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT ?
̶ 1992: Rio Declaration
̶ Nothing happens with Global Covenant Idea
̶ 1996: IUCN World Congress Montreal
̶ Recommendation for adopting an International Covenant 
on the Environment and Sustainable Development 
̶ Draft International Covenant on Environment and 
Development
by IUCN Environmental Law Commission & ICEL
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A GLOBAL PACT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT ?
̶ Updated on the occasion of each IUCN World 
Congress
‒Fifth Edition 2015
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A GLOBAL PACT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT ?
̶ Club des juristes (Paris) - 2015
‒ The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
‒ SDGs
‒ Paris Accord
5
A GLOBAL PACT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT ?
̶ COP 21 December 2015
̶ Chair Laurent FABIUS leaves active politics
̶ President of the Constitutional Council of France 
(March 2016)
̶ Chair of Expert Group for a Global Environmental 
pact – 150 lawyers – 50 countries
̶ SG: Yann AGUILA
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THE PROCESS
̶ Spring 2017 – 5 consecutive written consultations
̶ Preliminary Draft discussed and finalised on 23 June 
2017 Constitutional Council
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THE DRAFT GLOBAL PACT - PRESENTATION
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THE CONTENT
Art. 1. Right to an ecologically sound environment
Art. 2. Duty to take care of the environment
Art. 3. Integration and sustainable development
Art. 4. Intergenerational Equity
Art. 5. Prevention
Art. 6. Precaution
Art. 7. Environmental Damages
Art. 8. Polluter-Pays
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THE CONTENT
Art. 9. Access to information
Art. 10. Public Participation
Art. 11. Access to environmental justice
Art. 12. Education and training
Art. 13. Research and Innovation
Art. 14. Role of non-State actors and subnational entities
Art. 15. Effectiveness of environmental norms
Art. 16. Resilience
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THE CONTENT
Art. 17. Non-regression
Art. 18. Cooperation
Art. 19. Armed conflict
Art. 20. Diversity of national situations 
Art. 21.  Monitoring of the implementation of the Pact
Art. 22-26. Final provisions
Comprehensive – Concise – Pragmatic Ambitious
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PUTTING IT ON THE AGENDA
- French Diplomacy
- President Macron is pushing for it
- UNGA
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PUTTING IT ON THE AGENDA
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WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW ?
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WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW ?
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WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW ?
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̶ Reluctance and opposition
̶ What is a Gap ? That is not a Gap !
̶ There are many more Gaps…..
̶ That is a justified Gap …..
̶ What will come out the second and third session ?
̶ What will happen during next UNGA ?
̶ Are we to optimistic if we expect a Global Pact before 
2050 ?
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